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In August 2007, the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection''s (CAL FIRE''s) Office of the State

Fire Marshal began developing guidelines for the construction of PV systems in California to address these

risks. It organized a task force of fire service and solar industry representatives, building officials, and codes

and standards
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The California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection - Office of the State Fire Marshal (CAL

FIRE-OSFM), local Fire Departments (FD), and the solar photovoltaic industry have developed this guideline

for installations to increase public safety for all structures equipped with solar photovoltaic systems.

According to the California Fire Service''s Draft Solar Photovoltaic Installation Guideline, dated April of

2008, there is no language related to rooftop PV array switches. The guidelines do not state why such a

requirement was omitted.

Before solar photovoltaic installation, a solar contractor should always contact their local fire department to

determine if the means or methods to be used will allow for a safe installation that is acceptable to the fire

department and meets local code requirements.

Guideline for Fire Safety Elements of Solar Photovoltaic Systems July 17, 2008 Rev: 1/1/10 This document

was developed by the Orange County Fire Chiefs'' Association, Orange County Fire Marshal Committee. It is

based upon the Final Draft Photovoltaic Installation Guideline developed by the California State Fire Marshal

(SFM) . The

Draft PV Guideline, April 22, 2008 3 About the Guideline The California Department of Forestry and Fire

Protection - Office of the State Fire Marshal (CAL FIRE-OSFM), local Fire Departments (FD), and the solar

photovoltaic industry have developed this guideline for installations to increase public safety for all
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OFFICE OF THE STATE FIRE MARSHAL . SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC ... and industry representatives)

April 22, 2008 . SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC INSTALLATION GUIDELINE . April 22, 2008 . TABLE OF

CONTENTS. ... In July 2007 CAL FIRE-OSFM established a Task Force to develop this guideline, working

with the California Solar Energy Industries Association (CAL ...

How the State Guideline Process Started oMany installation permits began being held up due to concerns over

compliance with LA guidelines. oSolar industry began voicing concerns to CalSEIA and the state fire marshal

about delays. oState Fire Marshal convened first meeting on August 17, 2007--approximately 20

The Cal Fire Solar Photovoltaic Installation Guideline explains that by controlling the voltage at the module

level, the electrical hazards of the PV array are removed, allowing firefighters to concentrate on their main

goal of fire suppression rather than energy control for the PV system.

Understanding the Cal Fire Solar Photovoltaic Installation Guideline. Developed by CA Matt Paiss, and Bill

Brooks, PE. . Presentation Overview. Brief Overview of History of PV ...

Specific areas within Title 24 identify certain requirements for solar PV installations such as the California

Electrical Code, California Building Code, California Plumbing Code, California Mechanical Code and

California Residential Code (which applies to residential buildings of one or two units).
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The purpose of this Information Bulletin is to provide clarification regarding Fire Apparatus Access Roads

standards as it relates to photovoltaic panel system/array power generation facilities ...

OFFICE OF THE STATE FIRE MARSHAL SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC ... and industry representatives)

April 22, 2008 . SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC INSTALLATION GUIDELINE April 22, 2008 TABLE OF

CONTENTS ... In July 2007 CAL FIRE-OSFM established a Task Force to develop this guideline, working

with the California Solar Energy Industries Association (CAL ...

As the demand for solar photovoltaic products grows, new products, designs, technologies, and installation

methods emerge. Fire departments may need to be aware of these systems as they may encounter them and

require an alternative means of compliance.

SYSTEMS ACCEPTANCE REQUIREMENTS . References: 2007 California Building Code (CBC), Sections
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1609A and 1613A Issued 08-15-08 . IR 16-8. 2007 California Electrical Code (CEC), Articles 250, 310, and

609. California State Fire Marshal ...

State Code Requirements California''s state building codes provide uniform requirements for buildings

throughout the state. These requirements are contained in Title 24 of the California Code of Regulations

(CCR). The CCR is divided into 28 separate titles based on subject matter or state agency authority.

OFFICE OF THE STATE FIRE MARSHAL . SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC ... and industry representatives)

April 22, 2008 . SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC INSTALLATION GUIDELINE . April 22, 2008 . TABLE OF

CONTENTS. ... In July 2007 CAL FIRE-OSFM established a Task Force to develop this guideline, working

with the California Solar Energy Industries Association ...

California Office of the State Fire Marshal California Solar &  Storage Association City of Los Angeles Mar

Structural Design Center for Sustainable Energy Sustainable Energy Action Committee Published Winter

2019 Fourth Edition (updated)

A. State Fire Marshal 1. Solar Photovoltaic Installation Guidelines . B. California Fire Code (CFC) - 2013 1.

57.202 - Group U occupancy classification 2. 57.605.11 - Solar photovoltaic power systems 3. 57.1003.3.3 -

Horizontal projections 4. 57.1003.6 - Means of egress continuity 5. 57.1014.3 - Common path of egress travel

Following regulations established by the Office of the State Fire Marshal, the 2016 version of Parts 2, 2.5, and

9 of Title 24 include requirements for installing rooftop solar photovoltaic systems. ...

Issued: October 21, 2022. Guidance for Photovoltaic Installation for State Owned and Specified

State-Occupied Buildings. The Office of the State Fire Marshal (OSFM) is releasing this ...

The Office of the State Fire Marshal (OSFM) was recently informed by industry that presently there is an

insufficient supply of UL 1703 compliant Class A, Class B or Class C fire rated ...

A. State Fire Marshal 1. Solar Photovoltaic Installation Guidelines. B. International Fire Code (IFC) - 2006 1.

1003.3.3 - Horizontal projections 2. 1003.6 - Means of egress continuity 3. 1014.3 - Common path of egress

travel C. Los Angeles Municipal Code 1. 57.12.03 - Storage on roofs 2. 57.12.04 - Passageways on roofs

Solar industry began voicing concerns to CalSEIA and the state fire marshal about delays. State Fire Marshal

convened first meeting on August 17, 2007--approximately 20 participants--roughly half fire officials and half

solar representatives. o "This guideline was developed with safety as the principal objective.

Guideline for Fire Safety Elements of Solar Photovoltaic Systems July 17, 2008 This document was developed

by the Orange County Fire Chiefs'' Association, Orange County Fire Marshal Committee. It is based upon the

Final Draft Photovoltaic Installation Guideline developed by the California State Fire Marshal (SFM) . The

Page 3/4



California state fire marshal solar
photovoltaic installation guideline

The California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection - Office of the State Fire Marshal (CAL

FIRE-OSFM), local fire departments, and the solar photovoltaic industry have developed a guideline for

installations to increase public safety for all structures equipped with solar photovoltaic systems.. The

guideline was developed with safety as the principal objective.
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